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Questions & Answers: For Southwark Park (After Paul Celan) is a new 
permanent installation comprising of 20 nest boxes across Southwark Park 
by the Scottish artist and poet Alec Finlay. 

Referencing the question-and-answer format associated with Romanian-
born German poet Paul Celan (1920-1970), Finlay has composed 20 playful 
texts emblazoned on each of the nest boxes. Some of the poems relate to 
specific features within the park, such as the memorial tree, Ada Salter’s 
Rose Garden, the ice cream van and the dolphin fountain. Others look out 
from their post beyond the park across our neighbourhood of Rotherhithe.

Each nest box and accompanying poem has been thoughtfully created in 
response to its given placement by Finlay, describing what the mind’s-eye 
can see when near to the individual box, with colours cleverly chosen in 
response to the specific surroundings of each, such as the muted bricks of 
China Hall Gate, the burning copper of the Tree of Heaven in Ada Salter’s 
Rose Garden, the primary blue of the lake’s pedaloes and the tarnished 
turquoise dolphins.

These aesthetic nods to our immediate surroundings - often ignored as we 
are  often too busy with daily life - encourages us to imagine the bird’s-eye 
view of each box’s inhabitant(s).

Questions & Answers (after Paul Celan) has been made possible by the generous 
support of Southwark Council, Co-op Local Community Fund (thanks to our 
kind neighbours who shop at Co-op Bermondsey) and Arts Council England. 

Special thanks go to Alec Finlay; Jon Best, Ecology Officer, Southwark Council; Matthew 
Couper & Paul Cowell, Culture Team, Southwark Council; Rachael Roe & Coral Flood, 
Arts Officers, GLA; Alan Scott, Complete Ecology; Daisy Lafarge; Jenna Corcoran, Studio 
Alec Finlay; Hannah Devereux; Andrea Pita, Nicola Cheetham, Andy Chatterton, Parks 
Team, Southwark Park; Paul Toal and Lynne Olding, Iverde; Pat Kingwell, Gary Glover, 
Marjorie Hill, Sharon Bassey and The Friends of Southwark Park.
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